Unscharfe

In HS2025, the IEA Ring Lecture will host guest lecturers. On November 5th 2025, we will hold
SCHNEIDER TURTSCHER. Adam Caruso will give an introduction and moderate a Q&A session
with Momoyo Kaijima.

The office Schneider Tiirtscher, based in Zurich, was founded in 2013 by Claudio Schneider
and Michaela Tiirtscher. Both graduated from ETH Zurich, where Michaela Tirtscher also com-
pleted her doctorate. Tiirtscher has taught at TU Darmstadt, USI Mendrisio, and since 2023

at ZHAW Winterthur. Schneider was a senior assistant for several years at the chair of Adam
Caruso at ETH Zurich. Two years ago, the duo led a visiting studio at TU Munich.

At the core of their work lies the transformation of existing structures —mostly simple, often
inconspicuous buildings that shape everyday building culture. These include a revitalized house
with partial conversion of a barn and stable in Mauren, the transformation of an industrial hall in
Dornbirn, and the renovation of a residential house in Vaduz.

Rather than radical reinvention, Schneider Turtscher seek ways of building upon and rethinking
what already exists, always in dialogue with the given context. The architects see the creative
potential of architecture in its ability to respond to each task with a subtle, context-sensitive
approach. “Our design approach moves within the tension between composition and improvisa-
tion,” they write. “The question always arises: How much structure is necessary to give space
to the unforeseen —as an interference that is not seen as a flaw, but as a productive impulse for
the design process?”
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