The Great Interior
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Outside the interior lies just another, larger, interior.

An interior which contains all nature. Until recently, the
story of the city has mainly favoured the centre. In the
centre architecture found the place for political and artis-
tic representation. The edge served as a place of defence
and exclusion even without a wall. But the emergencies
of climate change demand another solution. We shall go
in search of utopias on the fringes of Zurich between the
summit of the forest-covered Uetliberg and the remnants
of Rotes Ziirich at the base of the Garden City.

Much of it is already there in communities and ecologies
just far enough from sight to escape a defined form. It is
not a park; it has neither its design or singularity. It is not
a garden although it contains many. And it is certainly
not a pre-existing nature although it is natural. It is not
civic yet it is cultivated metropolitan space. The land-
scape of the edge could be seen as a great work of brico-
lage where multiple uses and environments have evolved
loosely and informally. Fences, boundaries and architec-
tures are structured within an accommodating nature.

At the heart of bricolage lies the inventory of existing
material and means. If the task is at the scale of an indi-
vidual maker the inventory is ostensibly simple:
materials and tools. When looking at the scale of ter-
ritory, the architect’s inventory is the survey. We shall

be looking at how construction defines the territory and
conversely how the bigger conditions of landscape, to-
pography, climate and collective human affairs determine
the smallest actions of everyday life.

We shall start where all of architecture began; in the
garden, in our garden at Honngerberg where we will
design and build a new structure for the edge. Once built,
the garden project could be seen as a primer for a larger
investigation to find utopia on the edge of the city. We
will ask you to develop a radical architecture based on
the world that surrounds you. We shall see that beyond
the edge is not outside, in fact it is just another inside,

an interior which can be designed, constructed, inclusive
and productive. In essence, natural.
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