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Erasure
Heritage preservation is there to protect and 

care for our culture with material facts. However, the 
culture which is preserved constructs myths and imagi-
naries that not only protect the ancient. It can also attack 
newer artefacts and places that contaminate the image. 
Heritage can create and destroy contexts to suit  polit-
ical ends; it can leverage policy and technical data far 
beyond those that are significant for the preservation of 
historic settings in order to serve contemporary values.

Since the 1970’s, the ISOS (Federal Invento-
ry of Swiss Heritage Sites) has conducted extensive sur-
veys across Switzerland, defining the ‘Ortsbild’—the 
image of a place—by evaluating the built environment, 
from elements of outstanding quality to those consid-

ered disruptive. Following the master thesis developed 
by Héloïse Dussault-Cloutier and Daniel Epprecht, we 
shall explore the policies of erasure that aim to remove 
from the urban context structures and spaces that are 
deemed to harm the prevailing image of an historic 
ideal.. But who decides? And what interests do these 
judgements serve?

Context here is not a pre-existing fact in 
which culture is sedimented through time into natural 
and constructed environments. It is an idea evolving in 
real time   that curates what is included and what is 
excluded. Context is about power and exchange just as 
much as it is about a collective expression of  prevailing 
conditions that enable us to fit in. 

Cyprien Gaillard, Real Remnants, 2024.




