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CONTEXT(S)
We propose to understand the construction of context(s) as a 
working methodology. Our intention is to approach the diverse 
conditions that shape our constructions at all scales—recog-
nising the complex interplay of climatic, cultural, economic, po-
litical, urban, and social dimensions. Through this lens, we aim 
to explore the impacts and benefits a project wields on its sur-
roundings, considering the symbiotic relationship between the 
built and unbuilt environments.

Historically, the concept of context has evolved—from a textual 
arrangement to an assemblage of conditions. What endures is 
its inherent plurality: a unique combination of factors, specific 
and situational. 

In this sense, architecture becomes again a practice of assem-
blage—the art of bringing things together. What we assemble 
is never fixed; it shifts, adapts, and transforms. But it is always 
up to us to weave relations in the project—intelligently, sustain-
ably, meaningfully.

This process begins with an active and critical observation of 
what already exists. There is no such thing as a blank page or 
an empty lot. There is always a situation to work with: a soil, a 
climate, a topography, structures, and memories. The architec-
ture project becomes an act of precision rather than perfection, 
relying on a detailed understanding of constraints, an ability to 
read the layers of the built and unbuilt environment, in order to 
reveal its potentials. 

SITE(S)
The Canton of Geneva is undergoing significant urban transfor-
mation. In particular, the PAV (Praille–Acacias–Vernets) is the 
largest urban development project in Switzerland.The former in-
dustrial zone is being redeveloped into a dense mix of housing, 
offices, and leisure spaces in response to the current housing 
crisis. Given the scale and visibility of this intervention, much 
of the public and political attention is focused on this area. Yet, 
however ambitious its density, the PAV redevelopment alone 
cannot meet the full demand for housing in the canton.

Such a large-scale transformation has ripple effects across the 
territory: Where are the displaced industries being relocated? 
What becomes of the office buildings left vacant as companies 
move into new towers in the PAV? And where will the cultural 
venues and nightclubs find new homes?

Rather than isolating the PAV as a singular solution, we pro-
pose a broader, more integrated exploration of Geneva’s territo-
ry. To respond meaningfully to the housing crisis—while acting 
responsibly within the climate emergency—we must consider 
existing potentials and available resources on a wider, territorial 
scale. One project, no matter how large, cannot solve every-
thing.

Each student will begin with a specific point of interest outside 
the PAV area, on the map of Geneva. The understanding of the 
context will be specific to each project as a precise, critical, and 
personal assemblage of the specific qualities of each situation.

Individually, these projects will produce targeted and thoughtful 
responses. Collectively, they will offer a composite reading of 
Geneva and the PAV—viewed not in isolation, but as part of a 
larger, interconnected urban fabric in transition.

METHODOLOGY
Throughout the semester, each project will explore transforma-
tion strategies that make the most of existing potential—ranging 
from one-to-one constructions and focused site investigations, 
to critical architectural proposals. These explorations will move 
across scales, from the territory to the detail, allowing for both 
precision and subjectivity in engaging with a site. A wide ar-
ray of tools will support this process: from hands-on making to 
digital technologies. The collaboration with Catherine De Wolf 
aims at supporting the students in capturing realities through 
the help of digital tools.

PHASE 1 / ACTION
This first phase is dedicated to defining context through direct 
and active observation: being present, exploring the site, and 
engaging with it physically. This is not just analysis—it becomes 
the first act of design. It’s about inhabiting and appropriating a 
place through experience, allowing for a personal and sensitive 
reading of its character. Students will determine which tools are 
best suited to construct a specific assemblage of conditions, 
giving form to their project’s context. The goal of this phase is 
to draw a subjective yet precise portrait of the site and to formu-
late an initial strategy for intervention.

PHASE 2 / RE-ACTION
In the second phase, students will respond to the context they 
have defined, developing a precise architectural proposal. This 
is a phase of transformation: how to work within a context, how 
to build upon it, and how to intensify it. The process will un-
fold through experiments, iterations, setbacks, and discoveries, 
aimed at specifying a position, and refining a method of action. 
The project evolves through this back-and-forth, ultimately be-
coming a specific response to its environment—yet flexible 
enough to adapt as that environment continues to change. 
There are no preconceived solutions; every intervention can 
have an impact. It’s about being opportunistic, in a positive way.

SHARING KNOWLEDGE
Throughout the semester we will come together as a collective 
in various arrangements, sharing your multiple approaches on 
context and exchanging attitudes, values and knowledge with 
the bachelor students from the studio. 

TEACHING TEAM
Adrien Comte, Adrien Meuwly, Davide Morgillo, 
Artai Sánchez, Marina Medic, Matyas Enz, Melissa Vrolixs, 
Nina Guyot, Samuel Fuchs

Catherine De Wolf,
Claudio Martani, Bayo Windapo, Océane Durand-Maniclas,
Deepika Raghu, Ioanna Mitropoulou

GRADING RATIO
COMTE/MEUWLY: 	 70% 
Catherine De Wolf: 	 30%

CONTACT
Davide Morgillo, morgillo@arch.ethz.ch
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