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Weaving  
Spaces

The notion of context is inextricable from the 

condition of human existence. The perception of 

any idea is always tethered to the context in 

which it appears. This is why we often ask for 

“more context” to clarify a statement’s meaning. 

Context thus acts not merely as a backdrop but 

as a clarifying — or even generative — mechanism 

of reason.

Rather than viewing context as a static frame, 

we approach it as an active, formative agent in 

architectural practice. In our studio, context is 

seen as a catalytic force — a dynamic framework 

from which the project emerges and to which it 

remains accountable. 

The traditional Western dichotomy between Human 

and Nature privileges the former, relegating 

the latter to subjugation. Nature is framed as 

something to master. As Val Plumwood observes, 

“nature was historically constructed as the 

‘other’ of reason.”

Today’s socio-ecological condition demands a 

re-evaluation of this paradigm. As agents of 

transformation, we must ask: how can — and must 

— we reformulate these entrenched binaries?

We find a metaphor for this reconfiguration in the 

tapestry works of Anni Albers. In her practice, 

patterns arise not from individual threads but 

from their intersections. Similarly, a context — 

whether social, natural, or corporeal — emerges 

through entanglement and interrelation.

In WEAVING SPACES, we investigate the latent 

potential of pre-existing structures. These 

built forms — and the life they sustain — 

become the foundational materials for design. 

Students’ interventions will engage with 

existing conditions, allowing each project to 

take root and evolve. The studio begins with 

a careful reading of each building and its 

broader ecosystem, valuing interior and exterior 

equally. Garden and dwelling will be approached 

as interdependent elements of a shared system.

Situated within Zürich’s urban fabric, the 

studio engages the city’s pressing ecological 

challenges. Continuing our exploration of water, 

students will reconceive it not as a resource 

to manage but as an architectural opportunity. 

Projects will rethink water systems, cultivate 

awareness of consumption, and explore cycles of 

reuse within domestic life.

Through thoughtful formal interventions, 

students will weave spatial relationships that 

are productive, reciprocal, and regenerative. 

Interior and exterior will be reconsidered as 

a continuous, inhabitable field, dissolving 

traditional boundaries. Small-scale interventions 

— such as a fire pit or a pergola — will mediate 

transitions and enrich the sensory qualities 

of dwelling. Every decision should reflect a 

critical cost–benefit awareness, emphasizing 

reuse and activation of dormant potential.

The central focus will be Housing, emphasizing 

collective living models and the reimagination of 

urban resource stewardship. Alongside circular 

systems of water, food and energy production 

will also be explored, questioning assumptions 

about living: How much private space is needed? 

What and how much can be shared?

As always, students are encouraged to propose 

complementary programs that enrich the human and 

ecological dimensions of habitation.



Preparation 
Phase

In the preparation phase, students will conduct 

extensive research on specific structures and 

their surroundings. This will involve discovering 

and mapping existing cycles and illustrating them 

through various means of expression.  Outside 

Spaces are to be equally investigated - a tree 

is as important as a wall or a column.

The work will range from a broader understanding 

of the site and its context to a detailed analysis 

of its components, providing a strong foundation 

for the elaboration phase. Also, an analysis of 

the building components of the given structures 

will be a fundamental part of the first phase.

Students will examine the given case study and 

produce an in-depth investigation, examining 

its history, material qualities, typology, 

construction, and social dimension. This 

research will be presented through drawings, 

including plans, sections, and facades, along 

with a synthesis drawing, a photographic essay, 

and text.

At the beginning, we will produce calculations 

that show the water behavior at the sites and a 

deep Biodiversity calatolgue. We will use these 

elements as a starting point and try to improve 

the site conditions through the work of the 

students.

Elaboration 
Phase

The projects developed by students should engage 

with social, political, and sustainable visions. 

The architect’s role is to create spaces for 

humans and other species while taking care of 

the urban fabric and nature. Students will 

work around forms of living, but complementary 

programs can be added according to the story of 

each project using the knowledge acquired in the 

preparation phase.  The work will embrace the 

formidable challenge of fostering residential 

density in a sustainable manner. Utilizing 

extant structures as foundational elements for 

extension and/or as sources of construction 

materials, the objective is to engender increased 

inhabitation amidst the multifaceted exigencies 

of contemporary circumstances: re-use, re-form, 

re-think,re-habit, re-house.

To develop their projects, students will 

build study models using “found materials” to 

investigate proposals and prove design decisions 

– Re-use is encouraged! 

In addition to model-making, students will 

use hand drawings to verify and develop their 

designs. As structures are dismantled and 

destroyed every day, materials and resources 

can find new life and purpose in architectural 

projects, prolonging their cycle. 

Developing a narrative to guide the project is 

essential to its success!
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